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5470-S AMS HOCH GORR 020

SSB 5470 - S AMD - 159
By Senators Hochstatter, Stevens and Swecker

NOT ADOPTED 3/ 12/ 99

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that chemcally
related clainms continue to present unique challenges to the state
i ndustrial insurance system Many of these clains are difficult to
di agnose and create real hardship for individuals who suffer from
rel ated heath problens. At the sane tinme, many of these clains are not
wor k-rel ated, but nonetheless result in extensive litigation which
I nposes great costs and hardship on enpl oyers.

The legislature further recognizes that the departnent of |abor
and industries, in order to accept a claimfor a chemcally related
illness, or any other occupational disease, nust neet a mninm
standard of causality in the relationship between a putative exposure
and a clained illness.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A study shall be conducted to determ ne:

(1) Wiich occupational diseases should be considered chemcally
related illnesses so that an accurate annual count of such illnesses
may be reported;

(2) The best nmethod of reporting such di seases annual |y, including
the nost accurate set of avail able or obtainable data el enents;

(3) A review of relevant scientific literature regarding the
criteria for determning causality or whether there is a relation to
enpl oynent in occupational diseases. This review shall at |east
i ncl ude:

(a) Methods generally accepted in the determ nation of whether an
exposure or exposures are likely to be toxic and/or causative;

(b) Methods generally accepted in the determ nation of the presence
or absence of a definable clinical condition;

(c) Methods generally accepted in determning the relationship
bet ween the exposure and the clinical condition;
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(d) How the nethods enunerated in 3(a), 3(b), and 3(c) of this
section relate to the current statutory, regulatory, case |law, policy
and clainms admnistration criteria for determning causality in
occupational diseases in Washington state.

(4) A review of industries with the highest incident rates of
chemcally related illnesses and an exam nati on of incident rates and
outcones in other states with simlar industries;

(5) The nost appropriate approach to better utilize SHARP and
Uni versity of Washi ngton prograns funded by t he departnent of | abor and
i ndustries to expand nedi cal research and cooperative efforts in areas
where existing research is not adequate.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. The Wbrkers’ Conpensation Advisory Commttee
shal | advi se and provi de oversight to the study described in section 3
of this act. The commttee shall report back to the |l egislature on an
interimbasis by Decenber 31, 1999, and with a final report by June 30,
2000. The final report shall make only reconmendati on whi ch represent
a consensus of the commttee.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 4. (1) The departnment of |abor and industries
may contract with one or nobre experts in occupational nedicine,
i ndustrial hygi ene, toxicol ogy, epidem ol ogy, or any other appropriate
field to conduct this study.

(2) The sumof $250, 000 dol |l ars shall be allocated fromthe Mdi cal
Aid Fund, with self-insured enployers and the state fund each paying a
proportionate share for the purposes of conducting the study."”

SSB 5470 - S AMD - 159
By Senators Hochstatter, Stevens and Swecker

NOT ADCOPTED 3/ 12/ 99

On page 1, line 1 of thetitle, strike everything after "injuries;"
and insert "creating new sections; and making an appropriation.”

~-- END ---



